
 

    NOTE: Sheet music for the hymns can be found on the next page or pages. 

Welcome to worship as we enter a new season. Autumn’s turning leaves 
remind us of God’s creative power and faithful rhythm of change. 

May this hour be one of reflection, gratitude, and renewal. 
 

 

This worship service can be watched live on YouTube, as it happens, anywhere you 

have an internet connection. Additionally, past services will be archived so you can stay 

up-to-date or relive your favorite Sunday morning moments. You can find the link on our 

website or check it out at https://bit.ly/FPClive 

 
Worship Assistant: Melanie Shimer Audio: Chas Shimer 
Ushering: Donna Call Video: Andy Ingram 
Fellowship: Sue Vitale, Deanna Robinson 
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THE ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP 
24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

  
10:00 AM   SEPTEMBER 21, 2025 
 
   
THE FIRST NOTE OF THE PRELUDE begins our worship.  
Please use the prelude time to turn your attention to God’s presence and help.  Nurturing 
our relationships and friendships in fellowship is essential to our life as a congregation, so 
please continue to do so following our time of worship. 
  
Those who are able are invited to stand. 
 
   
 

FOCUSING UPON GOD’s PRESENCE AND VOICE 
  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
PRELUDE  “A Festive Peal”  
  
CALL TO WORSHIP   

One:  Now is the time to feast! Call in all people, and gather in.  

All:  We welcome the poor, the oppressed, the hungry, the tired- 

One: Our God is generous. The cup is overflowing, the bread can be shared with all, 

and we dance together to life! 

All:  Thanks be to God! Let us worship in spirit and truth.  
  
OPENING PRAYER   
  
HYMN #828 “More Love to Thee, O Christ” Sheet music, prior page.
   
LITANY OF AFFIRMATION 

One:  O God, 

All:  There are times when we are afraid of our calling to community. We would 

prefer to travel without responsibility. We would rather risk not being hurt. We 

would rather run away than seek forgiveness. Forgive us, and help us remember 

that we are your body.  

One:  Lord, in your mercy, 

All:  hear our prayers. 

(A moment is given for silent confession to God.) 



 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

One:  God, we thank you for your love which overcomes fear and leads us in light.  

 In you, we are whole, forgiven, and made new! 

All:  Thanks be to God! 

 
 SHARING THE PEACE 

One:  Since God has forgiven us, let us also forgive one another.  

 The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  

All: And also with you. 

One: Let us share our forgiven joy with one another. 

  
HYMN OF ASSURANCE #581        “Gloria Patri”   
 
 
  

THE WORD OF GOD TO THE CHURCH 
  
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
  
FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON  JEREMIAH 8:18-9:1 

18My joy is gone, grief is upon me, my heart is sick. 19Hark, the cry of my poor people 

from far and wide in the land: "Is the LORD not in Zion? Is her King not in her?" ("Why 

have they provoked me to anger with their images, with their foreign idols?") 20"The 

harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved." 21For the hurt of my poor 

people I am hurt, I mourn, and dismay has taken hold of me. 22Is there no balm in 

Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why then has the health of my poor people not 

been restored? 
1O that my head were a spring of water, and my eyes a fountain of tears, so that I 

might weep day and night for the slain of my poor people! 

 
SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON  LUKE 16:1-13 

 16 1-2 Jesus said to his disciples, “There was once a rich man who had a manager. He 

got reports that the manager had been taking advantage of his position by running 

up huge personal expenses. So he called him in and said, ‘What’s this I hear about 

you? You’re fired. And I want a complete audit of your books.’ 



3-4 “The manager said to himself, ‘What am I going to do? I’ve lost my job as manager. 

I’m not strong enough for a laboring job, and I’m too proud to beg. . . . Ah, I’ve got a 

plan. Here’s what I’ll do . . . then when I’m turned out into the street, people will take 

me into their houses.’ 
5 “Then he went at it. One after another, he called in the people who were in debt to his 

master. He said to the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 
6 “He replied, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ 

“The manager said, ‘Here, take your bill, sit down here—quick now—write fifty.’ 
7 “To the next he said, ‘And you, what do you owe?’ 

“He answered, ‘A hundred sacks of wheat.’ 

“He said, ‘Take your bill, write in eighty.’ 
8-9 “Now here’s a surprise: The master praised the crooked manager! And why? 

Because he knew how to look after himself. Streetwise people are smarter in this 

regard than law-abiding citizens. They are on constant alert, looking for angles, 

surviving by their wits. I want you to be smart in the same way—but for what is right—

using every adversity to stimulate you to creative survival, to concentrate your 

attention on the bare essentials, so you’ll live, really live, and not complacently just get 

by on good behavior.” 
10-13 Jesus went on to make these comments: 

If you’re honest in small things, 

    you’ll be honest in big things; 

If you’re a crook in small things, 

    you’ll be a crook in big things. 

If you’re not honest in small jobs, 

    who will put you in charge of the store? 

No worker can serve two bosses: 

    He’ll either hate the first and love the second 

Or adore the first and despise the second. 

    You can’t serve both God and the Bank. 

 
MESSAGE   “Where Do We Start”  
  
 



HYMN #792 “There is a Balm in Gilead” 

 
 
  



SHARING JOYS & CONCERNS 
INTERCESSIONS AND PETITIONS 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   Glory to God Hymnal – Pg. 35 
   (Please use “debts & debtors”.) 

  
 
 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD'S WORD 
  
CALL FOR OFFERTORY    
  
OFFERTORY  “A Handbell Soliloquy”  
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
  
HYMN #299 “You Servants of God,  Sheet music next page. 
    Your Master Proclaim”  
CHARGE & BENEDICTION  
  
POSTLUDE   “A Simple Prayer”   
 
 
Please feel free to sit and reflect during the postlude or depart and join us in Fellowship Hall.  
  
 
 
 
 
Licensing Information: 

Prelude Michael Helman, OneLicense.net 

Hymn #828  Glory to God Hymnal, Public Domain 

Hymn #792 Glory to God Hymnal, CCLI 

Offertory Valerie W. Stevenson, CCLI  

Hymn #299 Glory to God Hymnal, Public Domain 

Postlude Linda R. Lamb 

  



 



The Peace & Global Witness Offering is one of four annual 
special offerings. The church-wide Special Offerings of 
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) play an important role in 
defining what it means to be a connectional church in the 
twenty-first century, bringing together the diversity of the 
PC (USA) to focus and take faith-based action on shared 
concerns. The Offerings offer opportunities for partnership, 
learning, and witness and profoundly affect the life of the 
church as a collective witness to Jesus Christ’s love for the 
whole church. 

Our Peace & Global Witness 
Offering enables the church 

to promote the peace of Christ 
by addressing systems of injustice 

in our own communities 
and across the world.  

Thank you for 
your participation in the 

Peace & Global Witness Offering.

IF WE ALL 
DO A LITTLE, 
IT ADDS UP 
TO A LOT!

WAYS TO GIVE

Through your 
congregation

Donate by 
credit card online at pcusa.org/

peace-global

Text PCUSAPEACE 
to 41444 

or scan this QR code  
for more information.
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 ROMANS 14:19



For the past 12 years, Chester  
Presbyterian Church, in Chester, 
Virgina, has partnered with  
Marguerite Christian Elementary 
School to provide backpacks of  
food for children to take home  
over the weekend — as well as a 
drive-through café that meets the 
needs of 90 to 105 residents weekly.

Grace Hope Presbyterian 
Church in Louisville, KY, 
works with the nonprofit 
Guns to Gardens to collect 
and repurpose unwanted or 
decommissioned firearms to 
transform them into  
something constructive and 
useful, like garden tools, art  
or jewelry. The program  
nurtures peace and growth 
instead of violence.

Divinity student Adriana Soto 
Acevedo, from Puerto Rico,  
participated in the United  
Nation’s largest annual gathering 
on gender equality and women’s 
empowerment. “Our job is to  
crack little rays of hope by  
connecting with one another,  
by learning of the struggles we 
each go through, and by being 
there for each other,” she said.

Peace is active, not passive.  
Peace is doing, not waiting.

WHEN WE ALL DO A LITTLE, IT ADDS UP TO A LOT.

Our neighbors need us. Please give what you can  
to the Peace & Global Witness Offering.

Thank you!
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To learn more, go to pcusa.org/peace-global for more information.

25% 
of this Offering stays with our congregation to support  
peacemaking and reconciliation in our own community. 

25%
of this Offering goes to our mid-council to join with other 
congregations to support peacemaking work in our region.

50%
of this Offering supports the work being done  

by Presbyterians across the globe.

We are the Peacemakers
Our gifts to the Peace & Global Witness Offering are 
helping our neighbors in need — those who live next 
door, down the street, and across the globe. 


